
Turnitin: Viewing the Similarity Report / 
Originality Score (Student Guide) 

Turnitin generates a Similarity Report, which overlays a student's submission with the 
citation information Turnitin aggregated and checked the submission against. This Turnitin 
Similarity Report is a valuable tool in discussing and understanding proper citation 
methods. 

Turnitin can be used on an assignment by assignment basis. If your instructor has not 
enabled Turnitin on an assignment, you will not have access to a Turnitin Similarity Reports 
for that assignment. 

 Although it is recommended that instructors using Turnitin allow their students to 
immediately view Similarity Reports, the instructor does have the ability to suppress 
student access to reports completely or until the assignment due date. 
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Turnitin Similarity Report Access 

For assignments that use Turnitin, instructors can allow their students to view your Similarity 
Report. For these assignments, you can access the report either through your course's Grades 
area or the Canvas Turnitin Assignment. 

 Similarity Reports are generated for instructors once upon student submission, and 
again once the due date has passed. 

If your instructor has allowed students to view the Similarity Report, please be 
aware that you may have two different scores after the due date because of this. 

Turnitin Similarity Report Through Grades Section 

1. In your Canvas course, navigate to the "Grades" section in your Course Navigation. 
2. In the list of your graded assessments, locate the Canvas Turnitin Assignment. 
3. Click the colored flag icon in-line with the Turnitin assignment to open your Similarity 

Report on Turnitin in a new tab. 
a. The color of the flag (green, yellow, or red) will correspond with the percentage of the 

material the similarity report has found associated with the submission. 
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Turnitin Similarity Report Through Canvas Assignment 

1. In your Canvas course, navigate to your Canvas Turnitin Assignment where you've submitted 
your file / text and click the "Submission Details" link under the "Submissions" header. 

2. Click the colored flag icon next to the submission file / text to open your Similarity Report 
on Turnitin in a new tab. 
a. The color of the flag (green, yellow, or red) will correspond with the percentage of the 

material the similarity report has found associated with the submission. 

Vendor Guides 

Refer to the vendor guides from Turnitin for more information on how to read and interpret 
your Similarity Report.  
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• Interpreting the Similarity Report 
• Refining the Similarity Report 
• Similarity scoring scenarios 
• Viewing a breakdown of your matches 
• Viewing all sources associated with a paper 
• Viewing source details 
• Excluding quotes and bibliography 
• Bibliography and quote exclusion definitions 
• Excluding small sources 
• Multi-color highlighting in the Similarity Report 
• Report generation after resubmission 
• Resizing a paper 
• Using the thumbnail bar 
• Using layers 

 For more help, please contact canvas@yale.edu. 
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https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/interpreting-the-similarity-report.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/refining-the-similarity-report.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/similarity-scoring-scenarios.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/viewing-a-breakdown-of-your-matches.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/viewing-all-sources-associated-with-your-paper.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/viewing-source-details.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/excluding-quotes-and-bibliography.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/bibliography-and-quote-exclusion-definitions.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/excluding-small-matches.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/multicolor-highlighting-in-the-similarity-report.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/report-generation-after-resubmission.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/resizing-your-paper.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/thumbnail.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/canvas/lti/student/the-similarity-report/using-layers.htm
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